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HOUSTON, Feb. 27, 2014 -- Chris Ferguson, Boeing's director of Crew and Mission Operations and
commander of the final Space Shuttle flight, virtually returned to space recently in the Boeing [NYSE: BA]
Crew Space Transportation (CST)-100 simulator to satisfy testing requirements for the spacecraft.
Ferguson performed manual piloting activities including on-orbit attitude and translation maneuvers, docking
and backing away from a virtual International Space Station and a manual re-entry to Earth in the simulator.
"It was great to be back in the pilot’s seat, even if I didn't leave the ground," Ferguson said. "It's important
for the spacecraft to have manual controls because although it's designed to be largely autonomous, the pilot
should always be able to back up that autonomy. Manual flight controls provide a sort of a belt-andsuspenders capability for piloting the spacecraft."
The testing satisfied a CST-100 development milestone known as "Pilot in the Loop." It is the final milestone
before the spacecraft's critical design review.
Ferguson, a veteran of three shuttle missions and commander of STS-135, the final shuttle flight, has logged
more than 40 days in space and 5,700 hours in high-performance aircraft. He now oversees the crew
interface of the Boeing CST-100 spacecraft and plays a key role in development and testing of system
concepts and technologies for the vehicle and integrated launch and ground systems.
"This was the one opportunity to really show off, from a user's perspective, just how real our vehicle is
becoming," said Ferguson. "We demonstrated that the CST-100 is on track to return Americans to space in
an American spacecraft."
The simulator will be used for preliminary astronaut training while Boeing builds additional units dedicated
exclusively to training astronauts and mission controllers.
More information about the future of human space exploration can be found at www.beyondearth.com.
A unit of The Boeing Company, Boeing Defense, Space & Security is one of the world's largest defense,
space and security businesses specializing in innovative and capabilities-driven customer solutions, and the
world’s largest and most versatile manufacturer of military aircraft. Headquartered in St. Louis, Boeing
Defense, Space & Security is a $33 billion business with 58,000 employees worldwide. Follow us on Twitter:
@BoeingDefense.
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