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African airlines will need nearly 1,200 new airplanes; 75% will be single-aisle jets
Aviation services demand will fuel the need for 75,000 new aviation professionals
Intra‑Africa and Africa–Middle East traffic will lead regional fleet growth and network expansion

NAIROBI, Kenya, September 3, 2026 – Africa’s young, increasingly urban population, growing middle class and improving
infrastructure will drive passenger traffic to grow nearly 6% annually through 2045, one of the fastest rates globally, Boeing
[NYSE: BA] said today. The region’s commercial airplane fleet will more than double from 755 to 1,625 over the next 20 years to
support this demand, as projected in Boeing’s 2026 Commercial Market Outlook (CMO) for Africa.

Fleet expansion
Of the nearly 1,200 newly delivered airplanes expected by 2045, 870 will be single‑aisle jets to support expanding domestic and
regional networks.

Demand for widebody airplanes will more than double, supporting fleet modernization and long‑haul network growth. Boeing
also forecasts that the cargo fleet will grow from 60 to 150 freighters as the continent’s logistics, e‑commerce and high‑value
export markets develop.

Passenger traffic growth
Intra‑African passenger traffic is expected to grow at a faster pace than the regional average, enabled by better flight
connections. Europe remains the largest international passenger market for flights to and from Africa and is forecast to remain
so through 2045. This is driven by expanding economic ties, enduring cultural and family connections, and rising tourism
investment.

“Africa’s aviation market is entering a period of sustained growth driven by improving connectivity, expanding intraregional travel
and deeper economic ties across the continent and with key global markets. Meeting this demand will require a broader
commitment to fleet modernization, expanded capacity, digital solutions and workforce development," said Shahab Matin,
Boeing managing director of Commercial Marketing. "The opportunity extends well beyond airplanes. It will require investment
in affordable access, and the people who will support a larger fleet."

Commercial services and workforce needs
The expansion of Africa’s aviation ecosystem will create growing demand for services and skilled personnel through 2045.
Boeing’s Commercial Services Market Outlook forecasts a $140 billion market for maintenance, repair, overhaul and
modifications (MRO), digital solutions.

Boeing’s Pilot and Technician Outlook forecasts that as airlines grow their fleets and expand route networks, they will need
75,000 new aviation professionals: 22,000 pilots, 25,000 technicians and 28,000 cabin crew.

New deliveries (2026-2045)

Airplane type Deliveries

Regional jet 40

Single-aisle 870

Widebody 240

Freighter 15

Total 1,165

The Boeing Commercial Market Outlook is an annual forecast published since 1961 that provides 20‑year demand projections
for airplanes and services worldwide. For more information, visit: cmo.boeing.com.

A leading global aerospace company and top U.S. exporter, Boeing develops, manufactures and services commercial
airplanes, defense products and space systems for customers in more than 150 countries. Our U.S. and global workforce and
supplier base drive innovation, economic opportunity, sustainability and community impact. Boeing has been a committed
partner to African airlines and aviation institutions for over seven decades, supporting safe, reliable and sustainable growth
across the continent.

Caution Concerning Forward-Looking Statements

https://www.boeing.com/commercial/market/services-market-outlook
https://www.boeing.com/commercial/market/pilot-technician-outlook
https://cmo.boeing.com/


This document contains "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.
Words such as "may," "will," "should," "expects," "intends," "projects," "plans," "believes," "estimates," "targets," "anticipates,"
and other similar words or expressions, or the negative thereof, generally can be used to help identify these forward-looking
statements. Examples of forward-looking statements include statements relating to future demand for commercial airplanes and
aviation personnel, as well as any other statement that does not directly relate to any historical or current fact.  Forward-looking
statements are based on expectations and assumptions that we believe to be reasonable when made, but that may not prove to
be accurate. These statements are not guarantees and are subject to risks, uncertainties, and changes in circumstances that
are difficult to predict. Many factors, including economic conditions in the United States and globally, general industry conditions
as they may impact us or our customers, and other important factors disclosed previously and from time to time in our filings
with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, could cause actual results to differ materially and adversely from these
forward-looking statements. Any forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date on which it is made, and we assume no
obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise,
except as required by law.
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