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Helicopter Aircrew Training System contract valued at $A600 million
NOWRA, Australia, Nov. 16, 2014 – Boeing [NYSE: BA] will train Royal Australian Navy and
Australian Army helicopter pilots for the next 25 years through a $A600 million contract that broadens the
company’s partnership with Australia’s armed forces.
For the JP 9000 Phase 7-Helicopter Aircrew Training System (HATS) effort, Boeing Defence Australia
(BDA) teamed with Thales to develop a low-risk solution around the Airbus EC135, one of the world’s most
proven helicopters. Airbus and Turbomeca are also part of the BDA-led team.
“This reinforces Boeing as a leading provider of military aviation training in Australia,” said Kim Gillis,
BDA’s managing director and vice president. “We will meet the needs of the Australian Defence Force
through a balanced program that makes the most of its cadre of instructors supported by flight simulators and
computer-based instruction and training aircraft.”
Boeing has provided the Australian Army with helicopter pilot, aircrew and technician training since 2007,
meeting or exceeding all the training and maintenance requirements. In addition to training and support,
Australia also uses Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet fighter jets, C-17 Globemaster III transport aircraft and
Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning & Control aircraft, among other systems.
“This contract will introduce a modern helicopter training system that will support the next generation of
Army and Navy aircrew transitioning to our modern combat helicopter,” said Head of Helicopters, Tactical
Unmanned Aerial Systems and Guided Weapons Division with the Defence Materiel Organisation RADM
Tony Dalton.
“This is another very positive demonstration of how industry is partnering to provide the most
comprehensive support for the Australian Defence Force,” said Thales Australia CEO Chris Jenkins.
“Thales Australia is looking forward to a long and productive relationship with Boeing and the Department of
Defence in developing and training the next generation of helicopter pilots.”
Thales is a global leader in the Aerospace, Transportation and Defence & Security Markets. In 2013, the
company generated revenues of €14.2 billion with 65,000 employees in 56 countries. With 25,000 engineers
and researchers, Thales has a unique capability to design, develop and deploy equipment, systems and
services that meet the most complex security requirements. Thales has an exceptional international footprint,
with operations around the world working with customers and local partners.
Thales Australia is a trusted partner of the Australian Defence Force and is also present in commercial
sectors ranging from air traffic management and ground transport systems to security systems and services.
Employing around 3,200 people in 35 sites across the country, Thales Australia recorded revenues of AUD
$1 billion in 2013.
Boeing Defence Australia, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Boeing Company and a business unit of Boeing
Defense, Space & Security, is a leading Australian aerospace enterprise. With a world-class team of more
than 1,300 employees at 14 locations throughout Australia and two international sites, Boeing Defence
Australia supports some of the largest and most complex defence projects in Australia.
A unit of The Boeing Company, Boeing Defense, Space & Security is one of the world's largest defence,
space and security businesses specialising in innovative and capabilities-driven customer solutions, and the

world's largest and most versatile manufacturer of military aircraft. Headquartered in St. Louis, Boeing
Defense, Space & Security is a $33 billion business with 56,000 employees worldwide. Follow us on Twitter:
@BoeingDefense.
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