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Satellites extend NASA's ability to transmit information among spacecraft and ground terminals

Key performance tests and work with General Dynamics on ground segment complete

EL SEGUNDO, Calif., Oct. 29, 2012 -- Boeing [NYSE: BA] is on schedule to deliver the next-generation series of
Tracking and Data Relay Satellites (TDRS), which will increase NASA’s signal processing and transmission
capabilities among the Hubble Space Telescope, the International Space Station and dozens of unmanned
scientific satellites in low Earth orbit.

TDRS K, the first to offer that increase in operational effectiveness, will be delivered for launch by the end of
this year.

The satellite successfully completed all environmental, functional and performance tests, including vibration
and acoustic tests and final flight functional testing. It soon will be packaged for transport to Cape Canaveral,
Fla., where it will complete its final integration and test and be prepared for launch.

"The TDRS satellites provide NASA with crucial crosslink communications between orbiting spacecraft and
control and data processing facilities on Earth," said Craig Cooning, vice president and general manager of
Boeing Space & Intelligence Systems. "TDRS K is a major step toward improving how high-resolution images,
video, voice and data are transmitted."

TDRS K is one of three TDRS satellites in production. TDRS L, which is scheduled to launch in 2014, is in final
space vehicle testing at the Boeing Satellite Development Center in El Segundo. Production of TDRS-M is
expected to begin this month.

Boeing and General Dynamics also upgraded existing ground terminals to be compatible with the TDRS K series.
The team recently completed the final course of ground segment testing and delivered the ground segment to
NASA.

Boeing built the TDRS H, I and J satellites that are currently in operation.

A unit of The Boeing Company, Boeing Defense, Space & Security is one of the world's largest defense, space
and security businesses specializing in innovative and capabilities-driven customer solutions, and the world's
largest and most versatile manufacturer of military aircraft. Headquartered in St. Louis, Boeing Defense, Space
& Security is a $32 billion business with 61,000 employees worldwide. Follow us on Twitter: @BoeingDefense.

# # #

Contact:

Kimberly Krantz 
Space & Intelligence Systems
Office: 562-797-1351
Mobile: 310-292-1693
kimberly.krantz@boeing.com

Tiffany Pitts
Space & Intelligence Systems
Office: 562-797-3614
Mobile: 714-329-3027
tiffany.l.pitts@boeing.com

Additional assets available online: Photos (2)

http://www.boeing.com/bds
http://twitter.com/boeingdefense
mailto:kimberly.krantz@boeing.com
mailto:tiffany.l.pitts@boeing.com
https://boeing.mediaroom.com/2012-10-29-Boeing-on-Schedule-to-Deliver-Next-Gen-Tracking-and-Data-Relay-Satellite#assets_117

