
Boeing Stands Up Australian Super Hornet Sustainment Capability
Boeing Stands Up Australian Super Hornet Sustainment Capability
Intermediate Level Maintenance facility fully operational

BRISBANE, Queensland, July 11, 2012 -- Boeing [NYSE: BA] today announced that its Australian Super Hornet
Intermediate Level Maintenance (ILM) facility at Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base Amberley in Queensland
is fully operational. The first-of-type ILM facility provides local engineering and supply chain support to meet the
operational flying demands of the RAAF’s 24 F/A-18F fighter jets. A total of nine sustainment workshops have
been completed to date.

"This milestone marks an important element in the successful transition of Australia's Super Hornet acquisition
program to a sustainment system that is delivering timely, localized technical support to the RAAF's No. 82
Wing," said Kim Gillis, managing director, Boeing Defence Australia (BDA). "Boeing has worked alongside the
Tactical Fighter System Program Office (TFSPO) to rapidly establish critical air combat support capabilities, and
we are now focused on maturing our capabilities to further enhance aircraft availability and efficiency."

"The achievement of this milestone is testament to the effective partnership between Defence Materiel
Organisation (DMO) and Boeing which has seen the Super Hornet and the ILM facility delivered on time and on
budget," said Air Commodore Axel Augustin, Director General Aerospace Combat Systems, DMO.

The ILM facility supports the Super Hornet’s external fuel tank/aerial refueling pod, avionics, life-support and
alternate-mission equipment, structures, wheels and tires, and hydraulics, as well as aircraft washing. Boeing
also supports the aircraft through its integrated sustainment capabilities at RAAF Base Amberley, including
composite repairs, a paint shop, and a non-destructive testing workshop.

"The Australian F/A-18 sustainment system, managed in partnership with Boeing and the TFSPO, combines local
industry expertise with U.S. capabilities based in St. Louis," said Glen Ferguson, Aerospace Support program
manager for BDA. "The system also integrates the U.S. Navy's established support networks to sustain mission
readiness and reduce support costs for the RAAF's Super Hornet fleet."

Australia became the first international Super Hornet customer in 2007. Since the RAAF aircraft first entered
service, Boeing has provided pre- and post-deployment support during several international air combat
exercises, most recently Exercise COPE North in Guam.

Boeing Defence Australia, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Boeing Company and a business unit of Boeing
Defense, Space & Security, is a leading Australian aerospace enterprise. With a world-class team of about 1,300
employees at 15 locations throughout Australia and four international sites, Boeing Defence Australia supports
some of the largest and most complex defense projects in Australia.

A unit of The Boeing Company, Boeing Defense, Space & Security is one of the world's largest defense, space
and security businesses, specializing in innovative and capabilities-driven customer solutions, and the world's
largest and most versatile manufacturer of military aircraft. Headquartered in St. Louis, Boeing Defense, Space
& Security is a $32 billion business with 61,000 employees worldwide. Follow us on Twitter: @BoeingDefense.

# # #

A video feature on Super Hornet sustainment in Australia is available on the Boeing website.
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