Boeing and Veterans for America Foundation Dedicate Hoi Ninh School

Boeing and Veterans for America Foundation Dedicate Hoi Ninh School
The Boeing Company [NYSE: BA] and the Veterans for America Foundation (VAF) today dedicated the newly
upgraded and enlarged Hoi Ninh Primary School in the Ninh Binh Province of Vietnam. Boeing provided key
construction funding, and the construction project was managed by VAF.
Hoi Ninh, a small commune in the Kim Son District of Ninh Binh Province, now has a school that has doubled in
size, with upgraded facilities throughout. In addition, the school has a new multi-function room, administration
building and school yard. Previously the school had only six classrooms.
The overall program to improve the Hoi Ninh Primary School added six new classrooms to the existing two-story
classroom structure and upgraded the electrical, lighting and ventilation systems to match up with the new
construction. In addition, wheelchair ramps were added. The new administration building houses administrative
staff, a medical facility and a library; and sanitary male and female restrooms have been included, with some
additional work to be completed on a well and disposal tank.
"There are few things that warm the heart more than seeing the faces of children who realize that their future is
changing for the better," said Chris Flint, director, international sales -- Boeing Commercial Airplanes. "We at
Boeing sincerely hope that this newly improved and enlarged school will provide a solid basis for the students of
Hoi Ninh to learn and to achieve to their fullest potential. This school stands as a legacy of the partnership
between our countries. Additionally, we are proud to have teamed with Veterans for America Foundation, which
has done an outstanding job in managing this project."
In addition to facility improvements and additions, 180 student desk and chair sets and 15 teacher sets have
been contributed, as well as student and teacher textbooks for all five grades, and maps of the world and
Vietnam.
"We are deeply honored to have been chosen by Boeing to develop this project," said VAF's Country
Representative, Tom Leckinger. "The people of Hoi Ninh welcomed us into their village, their homes, and their
hearts, and it has been a wonderful experience for all of us. The hardest part of the project was finding roles for
all of my staff who volunteered to take part in this initiative. Everyone at Boeing should take great pride in their
company's commitment to the children and the future of Vietnam."
Also, Vietnam Airlines has donated more than 400 book bags for students and teachers to facilitate the learning
experience.
The Hoi Ninh Primary School was established in 1924 and many of its pupils have progressed from the school to
higher schools and universities -- and some now hold responsible positions in government organizations and
agencies.
Prior to the work sponsored by Boeing and VAF, the Hoi Ninh Primary School had six classrooms, which housed
12 classes, with 326 students and 28 teachers. Space constraints also required that some students be taught in
temporary classrooms in other areas of the town.
Boeing has been active in Vietnam since US-Vietnam trade was restored more than 10 years ago. Boeing and
Vietnam Airlines have a strong, "working together" relationship in which Boeing 777-200ERs serve the airline's
long-haul and regional routes and the airline is a launch customer for the new Boeing 787 Dreamliner.
Over the years, Boeing has lent its support to a number of programs involving good corporate citizenship, and
the company continues to investigate new opportunities. Notable past projects by the Boeing team include
extensive contributions for flood relief and long-time support of Operation Smile– a nonprofit organization that
provides free reconstructive surgery to children born with facial deformities and trains local doctors and nurses
in new medical techniques.
VAF has been resident and active in Vietnam since 1994, supporting rehabilitation programs aimed at helping
the mobility impaired, including the treatment of victims of the USA -- Vietnam War. In 1994, VAF in
collaboration with the Ministry of Health (MoH) opened its first orthopedic workshop at the National Hospital of
Pediatrics; in 1998 the second workshop opened at Bach Mai University Hospital; in 2005 the third and fourth
orthopedic workshops opened in the provinces of Nam Dinh and Ha Giang. Three additional workshops are
being built in Thai Binh, Ha Nam and Hoa Binh. All of the provincial workshops are being constructed with
financial support from Boeing
VAF is also implementing other programs such as Vietnam UXO and Landmine Impact Assessment and Technical
Survey in Quang Tri and a Mental Health assessment survey in Da Nang and Khanh Hoa. In addition, it has
established a medical and social services program for disabled beneficiaries which operates in 11 provinces
throughout Vietnam.
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