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Boeing has awarded a Gold Supplier award, the company's highest recognition of supplier performance, to
Northrop Grumman's Electronics Systems sector facility in Baltimore.

Bill Stowers, vice president of supplier management for Boeing Integrated Defense Systems, presented the
award on Sept. 13 to Robert Iorizzo, Northrop Grumman corporate vice president and president of the Electronic
Systems sector, during a ceremony in Baltimore.

The Northrop Grumman unit is only the 21st of more than 12,000 Boeing suppliers to achieve gold certification
in the Boeing preferred supplier certification process. Other preferred supplier certifications are silver, which has
been awarded to 195 suppliers, and bronze, which has been awarded to 507 suppliers.

The preferred supplier certification program "enables us to identify and recognize high-performing suppliers
strategically important to Boeing," said Stowers. "Suppliers account for more than half the cost of our products.
How well our suppliers do their jobs directly affects how well we do our job. That's why we're committed to
developing long-lasting, mutually beneficial relationships throughout our extended family of suppliers."

The Electronic Systems sector of Northrop Grumman had to deliver all parts and reports -- in this case, more
than 2,500 items -- on time with zero defects over 12 months to meet the standards for gold certification.

The unit provides Boeing with military radar systems and defense electronics for such programs as the AWACS
airborne surveillance aircraft for the U.S. Air Force, NATO and several foreign governments; the U.S. Air Force F-
22 Raptor air dominance fighter; U.S. Army RAH-66 Comanche and AH-64D Longbow Apache helicopters; the
737 Airborne Early Warning and Control aircraft; the U.S. Navy Harpoon anti-ship missile and the U.S. Air Force
B-1B long-range bomber.

The Boeing Company is the world's largest manufacturer of satellites, commercial jetliners and military aircraft.
In terms of sales, Boeing is the largest exporter in the United States. Total company revenues for 2001 were
$58 billion.

A unit of The Boeing Company, Boeing Integrated Defense Systems is one of the world's largest space and
defense businesses. Headquartered in St. Louis, Boeing Integrated Defense Systems is a $23 billion business. It
provides systems solutions to its global military, government and commercial customers. It is a leading provider
of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance; the world's largest military aircraft manufacturer; the world's
largest satellite manufacturer and a leading provider of space-based communications; the primary systems
integrator for U.S. missile defense; NASA's largest contractor; and a global leader in launch services.
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