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The Boeing Joint Strike Fighter X-32A concept demonstrator takes off on its first flight, meeting a major
program milestone. The flight, from Palmdale to Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., marks the aircraft's entry
into a five-month flight-test program with approximately 50 test flights totaling about 100 hours to validate
the JSF's flying qualities and performance for conventional and aircraft carrier operations. During flight test,
Boeing will demonstrate how it has reduced risk in key areas as well as its ability to meet all of the
customers' requirements. The X-32A is one of two concept demonstrators Boeing is building to demonstrate
the design concepts used for the operational JSF. It will demonstrate conventional takeoff and landing
(CTOL) for the U.S. Air Force and carrier approach flying qualities for the U.S. Navy. The X-32B, which is
expected to fly in first quarter of 2001, will demonstrate short takeoff and vertical landing (STOVL)
requirements for the U.S. Marine Corps and the U.K. Royal Air Force and Royal Navy. The X-32 flight-test
program will validate Boeing affordability projections since the same tools and processes used to design,
build and test the X-32A will be used in the next phase of the program.
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