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Boeing assembly workers in Palmdale, Calif., began final assembly of the Boeing Joint Strike Fighter X-32A
concept demonstrator on April 1, 1999 when they attached the forebody to the mid-fuselage. The milestone was
met two weeks ahead of schedule. Boeing is using digital design and lean manufacturing techniques to reduce
X-32 fabrication and assembly costs by 30 to 40 percent compared to original cost projections.


